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that he constitutes a ''threat to the security and pood order of the insti- 
tution. '■ . - •■ . 

The ''subversive' material in nuestion vslp a copy of the 'Ideology of the 
Plack Panther Party'- by Eldridfe Cleaver, and' a copy of ' the Elacl: Panther 
Party 10-Foint Program and rules. The latter material had been brought 
into Jackson Prison vjith the approval of the censors by an inmate trans- 
fered frorr; Plarouette Prison. (For the complete char.Tes see the attached ■ 
copy of the Disciplinary Board.) 

On P'onday; ]:overriber l6j 1970, -85^ of the inmates at Jackson Prison \rent on . 
strike to dei^and ci mimimum: i.'age of $1 per day. Fohn first heard about the 
strike on the nei/s over his prison ■ earphones , yet Perry Johnson^ varden of 
Jackson Prison and form.er Assistant Director of the ''Corrections Department'' 
said in a statement to the press that he believed John Flnclair to be one 
of the • rinpleaders'- behind the strike. 

This is tyrdcalj in the long string; of absurd lies Perry Johnson and his 
partner-in-crimej Gus Parrison, director of the ''Corrections Department,'' 
■have- tried to perpetrate ever since John's incarceration a year and a half 
ago. Vihen John v:as at F'larouette Prison, a number of black inmates organized 
t'^'O Pociety for the Advancement of Educational and rehabilitative Onnortu- . 
rities (.SAEP.O). The main demand ivas that a course in Dlack studies be added 
to the prison curriculum.. This was interpreted as a ''planned effort to 
disrupt J'iarouette Branch Prison'' by the officials and 10 of the organizers 
of the SAEPO and John Sinclair v/ere put in the hole in J--arauette. 
.'■'even of them., including John, vrere transfered. to Jackson Prison on Septem:- 
ber 11 as punishrient . On October 7, six ivere released in the general popu- 
lation of Ja.ckson Prison. Only John Sinclair vras kept in the punishment 
bloc!-: until koverber 10, vrhen he was rencved even further from the general 
nopulatlon and put in the '"hole.'' 



Johnson states as part of his 'evidence'' the fact that John is intelligent 
and well-educated, and in Johnson's racist . opinion John is the only pri- 
soner vjith enough of those qualities to organize such a group as the FAERO 
or to organize a general strike for i-'age derrancls. (As a point of fact the 
Society was founded and organized solely oy tlack prisoners and Johnson's 
comments reveals his practicing racism.. 
John Sinclair v-rote in a letter to his \'ife Magdalene on November 19: 

'■I don't knovj if you've received anything from, m.e this week since 

the letter I sent trrice before- Sunday and Monday nights — v'as returned to 

m:e by Deputy Walbrec today. he tried to tell mie it was "obscene and dero- 
gatory.'- What it contained v.^as mry ideas on proposals for the Revolutionary 
People's Constitutional Convention and a description of the charges made 
against me and the treatment I've received here in 5-V'est „ including the 
charges that I'm supposed to be the ''m-asterm.ind'' behind all the progressive 
activity in Jackson and Marouette, including,, but evidently not limdted to 
the SAERO strike and the cur.rent v.^-age strike. It's ouite an honor, as I've 
said, and I only dream of being so effective som-eday, but it's a blatant 
lie, as usual. '" 

Johnson and Earrison and their ilk have been feeding the people of Michigan 
lies for a long, long tim.e. They believe that the people are stupid and 
tcill believe x\rratever they say because they are in povrer right nov.". k'e 
feel that the people themselves, once they learn the real facts about these 
politicians, will dem.and that they resign from' the^'r jobs or be fired, and 
that responsible people be elected v.'ho are truly interested in correction 
and not just in nunishment. To further that effort, the ''.'hite Panther 
Party and its attorneys. Buck Davis and Marc St3.c.kgold, filed a netition 
for a writ of f^abeas corpus in the Federal District Court in Detroit -on 
Movember 18. The vvrit was denied by Federal Judge CorneLia Kennedy on the 



grounds that the Federal Court had no . jurisdiction over the natte.r, .The 
attorneys are now preparinp' .a maj or ..suit , in which the corrections denart- 
inent is charged with violation of John's civil rights, with demands for 
damages and restoration of normal prison conditions for John. The facts 
will comie to light as soon as John Sinclair and Perry Johnson/take- the 
stand and testify. ■ ■ - • .. 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMEHT ;0F CORRI'CTIONS 

DISCIPLINARY BOARD REPORT 

Irst. SPSM Inmate (Name) Sinclair N o. 12350 7 T'iol. Date 11-10-70 

Officer Reporting Deputy Egele r 

Nature 

of Viol. Violation of institutional rules 



Officer 's 

Statement The custody staff has received reports that '"r. Sinclair has 
been writing material for radical groups in the institution. Recently , vie 
have obtained Black Panther material in the cells of other inrates believed 
to have been typed on Mr. Sinclair's typcvrrj. ter . Black Panther material in 
the possession of Calahanj 118625, and Dorsey, 12^1961, has been nositively 
identified as having been typed on Mr. Sinclair's type ri'iter. This consti- 
tutes a violation of an order by the Departmiont of Gcrrections given J-ir. Sin 
cla.ir in /August, 19^9 3 and the typewriter rules given to ''r. Sinclair when 
his typewriter was registered. 



Inmate's Sinclair's advocate vjas Sgt . Norm Ames. 
Statement 

I'r. Sinclair denies writing material for any radical groups 
within the prison. Re doesj however, admit that he typed material found in 
the cell of Callahan, 118625, and Dorsey, 12^961. Re states that he did not 
know it t'Tas vjrong to type such material for these men. He noted that Callahan 
asked himi to type som.e material for him. as the original copy was neither tat- 
tered. He also notes that Dorsey brought him. som.e material to be typed, and 
that he typed a copy of this for Dorsey and also kept one for himself. He 
also indicated that he typed so m.any things for other individuals, such as 
legal; papers and so on, and again maintained that he cid not .know this type 
of activity was against our rules. 



Findlpgs. V'e believe fir. Sinclair is inx'^olved in the current unrest in 
this institution. Persons alleging to be Black Panthers have claim.ed credit ' 
for the recent assassination attempt on a corrections officer and the dis- 
turbance in the academic school and have ma.de threats to the administration. 
Tlie petition addegedly originated by Black Panthers circulating in the insti- 
tution demands the release of John Sinclair from, any form of segregation. 
The typevjriter m.aterial coming from P'r. Sinclair in ouostion here, is defi- 
nitely Black Panther literature. There are distinct similarities between 
current unrest and planned efforts to disrupt the .''•arnuette Branch Prison a 
short time ago in which John Sinclair vras believed to be vitally Involved. 
This coupled vjltYi Mr. Sinclair's avowed intentions of creating trouble for 
the Department of Corrections, leads us to believe that he constitutes a threat 
to the security and good order of this institution. I'^c do not believe disci- 
plinary action in the form of punishjaent v/ould serve any useful purpose but 
it is apparent thait .Mr. Sinclair m.ust be held in m.axiP''um. security segregation. 
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sition iVove to 5-West "000'' indefinitely. To bo seen by the ''000' 
Board in Decem.ber. 



Deputy VJalbrecq Signed (R. V'albrcco 



Officer Wojton -,~^-^^^-^^--.- 

John Pawley "'"■ 



Date 11-13-70 hw 



